Book Club & Writing Workshop

Every young person deserves the chance to build the future they dream of.

Between the ages of 16 and 25, people are still growing, learning, and discovering
who they want to be. Yet too often, our legal system treats them as if their stories
are already finished. Policies like the Incarceration Reduction Amendment
Act/Second Look Act (IRAA) and the Youth Rehabilitation Act (YRA) recognize
that young adults (16-25) differ from the older adult population. Scientific research
has shown that the brain is not fully developed until the age of 25, and that emerging
adults are highly responsive to positive, therapeutic supports.

IRAA is a pathway for young people with extreme sentences to petition the court for
resentencing after 15 years of incarceration. IRAA safely returns DC residents from
prison facilities all over the country back to their communities. Over 300 people have
been able to come home and pursue education, healing, and opportunity.

The YRA allows judges to exercise discretion in sentencing, including alternative
sentencing options outside federal guidelines (such as community service, treatment
programs, and sentences below standard minimums). It allows defendants who have
served their sentence to seal their criminal record after successfully completing their
sentence and community supervision.
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P Free Minds Book Club & Writing Workshop has served 316 IRAA recipients since 2017,

‘ and currently serves an additional 187 IRAA petitioners in federal prison. Free Minds is
ﬁfé@ the only organization in DC that works with both IRAA petitioners and recipients pre-
MIN DS and post-release, including in prisons across the country, providing intensive

Book Club & Writing Workshop wraparound reentry planning and reentry support services once they are home.

Of the 316 Free Minds members home in the community who were recipients of
IRAA, 97% have not been convicted of a new crime.

James’ and Jordan’s stories show what is possible when we choose care and investment instead of
punishment, not just for individuals but for entire communities.




