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The Connect is a bimonthly creative writing newsletter published by the members, staff, and friends of
the Free Minds Book Club. Each issue focuses on a specific theme as well as highlights the discussions of
the Free Minds long distance BAM! (Books Across the Miles) book club. We publish five issues per year.

TALK BACK WITH TARA Letter from the Editor

Happy Summer, wise and mature Free Minds Members!

I hope this issue finds you in strong spirits and filled with belief
in new possibilities for the future. Our theme of Adulthood

has brought forth incredible stories of overcoming the loss of
childhood that so many of you have been forced to undergo.

I remember when I was a TV producer and I first did a news
story about the practice of incarcerating teens in the adult
system. | asked myself how could we as a country hold youth

to the same standard as adults, and how could we lock people
up - sometimes for decades or longer - for actions committed
when they were children? How misguided could lawmakers be
to think this would bring about positive change and community
safety? | feel some hope now as | see growing awareness of the
causes and drastic consequences of incarcerating youth. All of
you are contributing to this by sharing your stories!

"When They See Us," one of the most watched shows on Netflix
ever, is playing a big part in changing the narrative of youth
caughtin the criminal legal system. The four-part drama by Ava
Duvernay tells the true story of the "Central Park 5," teen boys in
New York who were wrongfully convicted and later exonerated.
Free Minds members David, Tyrone, and Cliff, and Free Minds
Facilitator Norman, participated in a screening and panel
discussion after a showing of episode 4 about the brutal experience
of one of the boys, 16-year-old Korey Wise, in adult prison. | am
so proud of them for their courage in sharing their personal
stories. This is what changes laws. We are seeing this in DC with laws
like the Incarceration Reduction Amendment Act that allows

for youth charged as adults to apply for judicial review after

15 years (page 11), or the Youth Rehabilitation Amendment
Act(page 17)that gives young people the opportunity to have their
conviction set aside. We must keep this progress moving forward.

Alegacy of racism and fear mongering contributes to more
youth of color being disproportionally arrested and incarcerated.
A 2014 report showed that our society views African American
boys as older than they really are - and this practice is a significant

factor that contributes to youth of color being charged as adults.
By writing about your experiences, you are changing this narrative.
On page 7, YA shares, "I'm glad that authorities are realizing that
sometimes we commit mistakes but are not fully conscious of
the damage that we are doing to the society, but most important
to ourselves. Nobody wants to spend his whole life in prison, so
why would a completely developed brain make that choice?”

VCillustrates the pressures so many young people experience,
leading them to undertake what are called crimes of survival:
"The point where | felt like | was an adult was at the age of 13
years old when I had to make decisions on my own because
I'had no parental guidance, which led me to have to adjust
quickly to the crimes around me in order to provide for myself.”

Inan ideal world, every child would have the opportunity to
develop into adulthood through a process of learning and
exploration in a safe environment with caring adults. On page
4, Caleb shares a way that adults in his community used African
Rites of Passage traditions to help prepare children for the
transition to adulthood.

On page 10, JG shares his "Words of Wisdom" about how he
made a conscious decision to learn from mentors and defy "the
labels, stereotypes, and stigmas... so that when | am released, |
am as prepared and grown up as | can possibly be."

There are so many inspiring stories of resilience and courage in this
issue. When you read, the most important thing | want you to remember
is that you are not alone on this journey. We are all with you.

Until next time,
Tara

May the long time sun shine upon you
All'love surround you
And the pure light within you guide your way on

FREE MINDS HQ

All the latest updates on what's going on at the Free Minds office
By Jordan

How to Tie a Tie

In our weekly reentry book club titled “The Build Up," we
hosted our own formerly incarcerated Free Minds member
Nick for a session with the guys on how to tie a tie. This

was a big session for the guys, and especially relates to our
adulthood theme in the Connect because most members go
into jail and federal prisons while they are still very young,
and don't get this type of knowledge for things such as job
interviews, meetings with
important people, etc.
Everybody in the room
gained something from
the session, including
myself, because |
personally did not know
how to tie a tie until |
was 16 years old.

@ Give us a call when you get out: (202) 758-0829 2

Shaka Senghor Visit

Acouple of weeks ago, Free Minds hosted formerly
incarcerated author Shaka Senghor (Writing My Wrongs)
foravisitin our office. Shaka was incarcerated at the age of
19 for second degree murder, and during his time spent in
prison, he says that his child was his motivation for changing
his life around.

PBS NewsHour

Free Minds members were on nationwide TV! PBS NewsHour,
a program watched by people all over the country, aired a
segment about Free Minds, including the book club on the
Young Men Emerging Unit at the DC Jail (where they were
discussing The Hate U Give) and one of our community
outreach sessions at a local elementary school.
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FREE MINDS MAILBAG

We love getting mail from our Free Minds family. Here are some of your thoughts
on the March/April/May 20719 Connect on Healing.

VC: Rita's story really touched me because for one, | really hate that she had to go through that, the losing of her sons. Second of all, I'm all too familiar with losing
people to violence. But what really hurt me is knowing that | was once a full-fledged participant in that nonsense. You can't imagine the agony that's attached to
realizing the things I've done and not being able to fully articulate my remorse. That's traumatizing right there, but | can't expect most to even understand, or try
to understand.

DK: Congressman John Lewis Fellow Josh - Forgiving yourself... it's something | have struggled with since my arrest. Please tell me exactly how one does this. |
want so bad to forgive myself, but it's just not as simple as saying "l forgive myself." I don't know how to put behind me my crimes, the guilt eats at me daily. | have
forgiven everyone that's did me wrong. My victims have written me, one has even visited me a few years ago to express their forgiveness for me, but I just don't know
how to forgive myself. Can you help?

RJ - AWalk by Myself with my Own Thoughts... Lord knows | felt like he wrote this about me, and was writing it to me all at the same time, because it's true what he
said, I notice it when I am down, in others that around me "When | am not able to heal, I only pass on a highly contagious sickness" because I start to see the negative
in others due to how | act around them when | am being negative or seem to be depressed. Thank you RJ.

Julia's Mom - Grief in Solitude... yes | suffered that once, with my brother's death. My parents honestly thought that they were protecting me while here in prison
when my brother went missing, and then later was found dead. They didn't tell me for quite some time. It is most definitely harder to process and grieve when you
have no one to do it with at the time of the death. Sure they were comforting me, but | wasn't able to share with them the grief as they did with other family members
when it first happened. Thank you for letting me know that it's not okay to suffer grief in solitude. | appreciate your perspective.

JL: In James's article, he gives very thoughtful advice on dealing with being separated from a spouse while incarcerated. In the seventh paragraph James says to
help (your loved ones) "...understand your situation rather than make demands and be mindful of the impact your current situation has on their life!" Many who

are incarcerated should read James' words because most times those of us locked up do the opposite of what he suggests - we want our loved ones, particularly our
wives and girlfriends, to make up for the lack our incarceration puts on us! So James is right when saying that an understanding between an incarcerated person and
their loved one needs to take place to alleviate some of the problems that may arise due to one's incarceration.

I also appreciate Edward for writing the article "We Repeat What We Don't Repair!" | totally agree when Edward states that: "Although you
are not to blame for the trauma you experienced in the past, you are 100% responsible for taking ownership over the process of healing
from it!" At some point, | have applied Edwards three prongs to work on healing my own personal trauma caused by past experiences.
What Edward says not only works, but helps confirm that I'm on the right track. | really appreciate the article. Thanks Edward!

The poems written by fellow FM members are also a good read. | really enjoy reading them and would like to encourage the poets
to keep writing to express yourselves. Someone is always reading what you write to express!

“I am convinced that most people do not grow up... We marry and dare to have children and call that growing up. |
think what we do is mostly grow old. We carry accumulation of years in our bodies, and on our faces, but generally
our real selves, the children inside, are innocent and shy as magnolias.” - Maya Angelou, author (Letter to My Daughter)

“Now that you're an adult, take refuge in the fact that some things are beyond your control. You owe it to yourself to
steer clear of people who are harmful to your health.” - Andrea Lavinthal, author (Your So-Called Life)

There is an expiry date on blaming your parents for steering you in the wrong direction; the moment you are old
enough to take the wheel, responsibility lies with you. -JK Rowling, author (Harry Potter series) JKRowling, author (Hary Potterseries)

“The great challenge of adulthood is holding on to your idealism after losing your innocence.” -Bruce Springsteen, musician

“Childhood is not from birth to a certain age, and at a certain age the child is grown, and puts away childish things. Childhood is the kingdom
where nobody dies.” - Edna St. Vincent Millay, poet
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FAMILY TIES

From One Generation to the Next:
Passing on African Rites of Passage

by Caleb, FM Member

[ was 12 when | went through the Rites of Passage program. My older brother did it before
me. Our father especially wanted us to do it. | was nervous because I'd heard how hard it was.
But | wanted to go. | understood that this marked an important transition for me.

The program is based upon African principles to prepare teenaged boys for the passage from
childhood to adulthood. In Africa, they believe it's important to take the boys out away from
the village, away from their mothers and the other women. So they took us away too - for
three months, every weekend we left DC. My father was a Baba. That's like a father figure for
boys who don't have their own father.

The most important part of the program was the brotherhood. Everyone was in a group

of seven boys. We did everything together. We woke up and exercised together. We ate
together. We learned our ceremonial step dances together. Sometimes they took us out
into the woods in Virginia and we had to work together to find the things we needed to take
care of ourselves. | learned from that experience that | am nothing without my brothers. We
had to count on each other all the time. For example, we often had physical challenges. One
was to carry cement blocks in a wheelbarrow up and down hills to get to the water. It was
the middle of winter and it was freezing cold. We each had our own heavy wheelbarrow and
the hills were steep! If one of my brothers was weaker than | was and was having trouble, |
couldn't leave him behind. And if | was struggling, my brothers would help me. It was all of
us or nobody. This has taught me so much, because being an adult isnt about being selfish.
We have to stick together and take care of each other.

The men taught us about the culture of Africa where my ancestors come from. This is
something that is really missing for a lot of African American boys. They don‘t know who they
are.To truly know who you are, you have to understand your history. At the end of each day, |
would talk about the activities with my father.

The whole program led up to a special graduation ceremony at the end. Each group had

a partin the ceremony. My group performed a ceremonial dance that we had spent hours
learning and perfecting. When it was over, everyone was shaking my hand and giving me
congratulations. It just felt so good! | could tell that both my mind and my body were right. |
had learned discipline and better understood my own culture. | had matured. And | felt

so important!

Afew years later, when | was incarcerated at the age of 16, in some ways | felt I had been
blindsided by reality. | was forced to deal with my mistakes and their consequences, and
adapt to a fully adult environment. There is always so much more to learn. But | believe that
my experience in the Rites of Passage program was critical for me. It laid the foundation for
me to become a man. In African rites of passage traditions, there are often tests and ordeals,
many of them involving pain. This is based on the belief that suffering is an essential part of
developing your personhood. I'm still on the road and there's lots of hills and speed bumps
that people don't tell you about. Everyone's story is different. But if you have a willing heart
and a contrite spirit, you can make it through.

We learned a lot of proverbs at Rite of Passage, and one that | really grasped on to was: "It's
the man that tastes the bitter medicine." The proverb reminds us that life isn't always easy.
Sometimes you will be outside of your comfort zone. And when that happens, you're going to
want to quit and give up on yourself. Especially when you don't have a lot of people in your
corner. | have to go out of my comfort zone almost every day. | swallow my pride and turn

the other cheek and let the opposition get the last word. | have definitely tasted the bitter
medicine. That's hard, but I've been doing it a lot.

Because | remember what my elders taught me.

@ Give us a call when you get out: (202) 758-0829 4

ADVICE FROM
THE INSIDE

Hey Free Minds Fam! Exciting news from HF... you might be familiar with
the DC law, the Incarceration Reduction Amendment Act. Through this bill,
people sentenced in DC Superior Court who were “Title 16" youth charged
as adults can get a possible sentence reduction after 15 years. Well, HF came
home this spring after more than 20 years in prison. So next time we hear
from HF, he might be sharing his “Advice from the Outside” instead.
Please join us in congratulating HF and welcoming him home!

We asked some of our readers to pitch in with their own advice, and then a
committee of Free Minds members read through the responses. Today we're
sharing Advice from JL. If you'd like to participate in this column
in the future, let us know! Anyway, take it away, JL!

Dear Advice Man:

Ever since | turned 16, | always thought | wouldn't be able to have
children. None of the people | was ever with got pregnant. I love kids
and so it was something that made me really sad. Well, now | am about
to become a father. To go from thinking you'll never have children,

to learning you're going to be a father? I'm not gonna lie. | was so
happy when I first found out! To be honest though, the excitement

is beginning to fade. Reason being, my girlfriend is so negative and
moody. | don't even like to talk with her. She’s not who I thought

she was when we started talking. And now we're going to have a kid
together. When we talk, all we do is fight argue and fight. So here I am,
about to bring a kid into the world, one of the most “grown up” things
I'll ever do, and now all I can feel is confused. I didn't have a father in
my life coming up. Not every day anyway. And | always swore | wouldn't
be one of those kind of dads. | will be home soon, but I just don't know
if | can stay with my baby's mother. But what am | gonna do? I need
help.

Sincerely,
SD

Dear SD:

What you're going through with your future child's mother is almost a
common thing. | went through the exact same with my children's mom.
Your arguments, doubts, her moodiness is common. And you are probably
catching a lot of it because you're the father of the baby, meaning you're to
blame for what she's experiencing (in her eyes). Trust when | say that her
doubts and confusion are bigger than yours as chances are she has more
than witnessed that women are often left raising the child(ren) on their own
while the father runs away (in some form or fashion) pursuing or attempting
to pursue his own ambitions. Due to the pregnancy, her life is a new reality
that has put her on an emotional roller coaster. And you're catching some of
its effects.

Focus on the child and let her see that you mean business when it comes to
being a good father. Never lose focus on the child! Even if you and the mother
split up and move on with your separate lives she'll respect you in the long
run and respect goes further than love sometimes. Love is an emotion which
can come and go like the wind - respect can be permanent no matter how
one is feeling at the time. Show your child how much you love and respect
him or her by being there the best you can regardless of how the relationship
between you and the mother goes. The mom will see a man, and everyone
respects a man, especially children.

And try to remember that you're not alone in feeling the doubt, frustrations,
and hurt. And be prepared for more of that to come from time to time. Being
a father is not a free, exhilarating ride that many may think it is. But whatever
one experiences and endures during the journey of fatherhood is what makes
him a man and deserving to be called "Dad".

NI
JL




CONVERSATION WITH NEELY

The column where different members of the Free Minds family - staff, volunteers, interns, members, and more - share their perspective on the theme

Hello Free Minds Family!
My name is Neely and | am the new Program Associate for Free Minds, where | work as part of the Prison Book Club team.

As | sit here on a rainy Monday afternoon drinking my coffee (with hazelnut creamer - the best kind of course!), | realize that the dark, cloudy skies outside are
somewhat reflective of some of my feelings and experiences towards adulthood. When | was asked to write an article on this issue’s theme of adulthood, I mildly
panicked. Who was | to write about adulthood? What even is adulthood and how was | going to talk about it with so many people?

Growing up in Mississippi, | thought | had this whole adulthood thing figured out. | would become a teacher, get happily married, and have five kids - all before the
ag$ of thirty. This is what was expected for women in the south. Fast forward to my mid-twenties, and | can now say that [ am nowhere close to the “adult” my 8-year-old
selfimagined.

After graduating college, | had a quarter-life crisis where I asked myself, "Okay, Neely, what is it that you really want to do with your life?" Realizing that | did not know,
I ran away. | applied for a working visa and ran as far away as | possibly could - to New Zealand. Looking back now, I think | was running away from being an adult and
what | thought were adulthood responsibilities. The irony of it all is that in doing so, | realized that being an adult is more complex that what I had thought. Alone, with
no family or friends within 1,000 miles, | realized that this was all on me. I now had to be the adult in
my life. Needing to provide for myself, | found small jobs at a mandarin (small, baby oranges) farm,
as a waitress, and a bartender. In these jobs, | befriended people from all around the world who were
similar in one way — we were all trying to figure out this "adult” thing. | made a friend from Italy who
had come to New Zealand to escape the pressures of having to run his father's business. | became
close to a Chilean girl who had broken up with her partner and felt burnt out at her office job, so she
came to New Zealand to try and figure out her life. | befriended a Maori (the indigenous people of
New Zealand) man who was in his 30s and had left his rural village in the north to pursue economic
opportunities in Auckland (New Zealand's biggest city), which had gotten in the way of his other
desires to have a family. Looking back now, | realize tKat the journey of figuring out what adulthood
is, and realizing that it may not be as obvious as we first think, is universal.

So, in conclusion, what is adulthood to me? Adulthood is finding out how expensive toilet paper
really is (don't get me started). Adulthood is trying to grill vegetables and accidentally burning
them. Adulthood is realizing that 1 am, indeed, turning into my mother ("Bless my heart," as she
would say in her southern drawl). Adulthood is drinking more water. Adulthood is finding out the
type of person | want to be in life and striving to achieve that. Adulthood is learning that happiness
is found in experiences and people, not material items. In New Zealand, | was working long hours
as a waitress and as a farm hand. It was taxing, but in the process | made friends from all around the
world. The money from my job helped buy clothes and my first car, but it was the laughter, smiles, and §
friendships that brought me true joy and happiness. Finally, adulthood is trying. All of these things, at
least, are what adulthood is to me. So, what is adulthood to you?

As | currently try to shift through the hazy clouds of adulthood, I am reminded that clouds are not
forever. Learning what it means to be an adult is nota Iinearﬁrocess, but a journey that is constantly
evolving. As we all continue to travel on this journey of adulthood and try to understand what that
means, | have hope that the clouds will eventually go away, and the sun will be there to shine on us.

MEMBERS CONNECT: ADULTHOOD

What Children Suffer in My Neighborhood
By Nick

The next time | saw Lil Jay he was packing heat, and he said that he was never
gonna get caught slipping in these streets.

I worked on a mandarin orange farm that looked like this.

With the murder rate increasing here in DC, | remember when | was 15 years old.
It was a windy, cold, dark night, with a full white moon. | was in my bed wrapped
in my blanket like a caterpillar in its cocoon. Warm as ever. | was in a deep dream
about how fly I was gonna look the next day at school in my new Foamposite and
outfit that | had laid out at the edge of my bed. Then | was awakened by the sound
of what appeared to be a small rock hitting my window. I quickly got up from my
bed, went to my window, and lifted the blinds up slowly to see who was on the

| tell this story because | want to bring awareness about the PTSD that children
suffer from in high violent crime neighborhoods. Trauma care should be the
most effective treatment to bring about change in our communities. In these

other side of the window in the windy, cold, dark night.

[t was only my man, Lil Jay. Lil Jay was dripping with sweat as if he just ran a
marathon. He was breathing heavy and told me that he just saw someone get
killed in the laundry room of the apartment building he was walking by, and he
think that the killer may have saw him. Because it was late and | didn't want to
wake anyone else up in the house, I just told him to climb through my window and
that he can stay the night. That night Lil Jay didn't sleep. He stayed up until the
morning came and was gone.

communities where any form of violence occurs almost every minute, how can we
deny that the rates of PTSD are just as high or higher than Irag, Afghanistan, or
Vietnam veterans? We have a whole population that is traumatized, and these are
children who have fallen into the cycle of being taught "to get or be gotten,” or like
Lil Jay who simply witnessed a homicide that made him feel the need to always
have a gun on him. So next time you think of PTSD, let's not forget about our
children or adults who have fallen into the mix of violence in these communities,
and think how we can bring about mental healing in the communities. Because
they too are soldiers fighting for peace and freedom of mind.
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MEMBERS CONNECT: ADULTHOOD

I'was born and raised in NE D.C. Some call it being cursed at birth; I just call it my
life. Before | was born, my father was shot 7 times. He survived and got my mother
pregnant with me. At the time of my birth, my father was doing 16 to life down
Lorton, so the abandonment started early. At first it was just me, my big sister,

and my mother. With my father being in prison, my mother started hustling. Two
years into my father's bid and 3 days after my second b-day, my mother was shot
and killed. At the time | didn't understand. | was too young. But the tragedy and
damage had just started.

Me and my sister were pushed off to our grandmother; none of our other family
wanted anything to do with two kids. By age seven, | was already into everything
kids are supposed to stay away from. A year later, one of my cousins who is around
the same age as me came to visit. We got into a fight and I beat him up then
pushed him down the stairs. He cried and told my grandmother on me. | got
yelled at and sent to my room. As I'm laying on my bed, he comes in and puts the
steaming hot iron on my back. You could smell my skin buming. I suffered 3rd
degree burns. I still have the iron imprint on my back till this day.

After that, CPS got involved and I got welcomed into a nasty system called foster
care. After running away from 2 homes, the system allowed my grandmother to
legally adopt me; so, | was back home but | was still mad at the world and I'm only
10. Atage 12,1 made my first visit to Oak Hill Youth Center and it wouldn't be the
last. When | turned 14, I got shot and as I'm laying in my own blood, nobody said

My Life
By CM

I'm going to be okay, the
only thing my homies
said was, "Don‘t tell the
police who shot you." |
went from the hospital
back to Oak Hill; that
became my 2nd home.

On Sunday, July 21 2004,
I'm still at Oak Hill. We
had a football game on
this day but | didn't get
to play; | had a visitand it
was my father who | never met. It was a good feeling, but | was too angry at him to
enjoy the visit. My childhood was rough. At 17, | was arrested and Titled 16, | just
had my daughter and now here | was, repeating the same cycle as my father. | was
hurt, but now | was mad at myself. | beat my charge and that's when I grew up. |
told myself that | need to be here for my child. So, | tried to change, but | stayed in
the same environment, which makes it impossible for full change. Now I've been
incarcerated for 12 years and | can say prison helped shape me into a real man. My
views are clear, I'm happy with who | am, I'm a great father from prison, and I do all
I can to help others change and want better for their lives and future. You can do it
if I can. Just apply positive things and people to your life.

I'm highly overwhelmed by the many memories of my transcending adulthood.
I've been on my own since | was 14 years old, born and raised in Norfolk, Virginia
for the most part.  wound up in Washington, D.C. where | would wind up
residing for 18 months, just before my 15th birthday. | was alone, motivated by
my inexperience and curiosity. It was 1996 and | was residing in the North East
Trinidad area. If you're 35 years old, or older, you can vaguely visualize where my
reality began to unfold.

I relied on instinct during that time of my life to help me navigate through that
chapter of life as a juvenile delinquent. A couple of years thereafter, | began to
rely on experience. Still young, alone, and clueless, but comfortable (back and
forth, from D.C. to the 757 Hampton Roads area). | had friends and associates,
but no family in the D.M.V. area (where | mainly resided)! The aspect of friends as
associates was one | was striving to fully understand, until | began to overstand!
To be familiar with something (life) is to understand it (reality)! To know and
acknowledge something, is to overstand it. To overstand something, you have to
utilize it (wisdom). Otherwise, you're not manifesting your knowledge. Now that
I'm older and wiser, | make it my business to educate myself (pay attention) on a
variety of subjects. That way, I'm not forced to play Russian roulette in an attempt

Finding Purpose
By CS

to live. Also, | don't speak
on stuff I don't know
about; unless, of course,
I'm striving to educate
myself on a topic. As an
adult, I'm experiencing
the aspect of finding
purpose in everything

I do. It's healthy. It's
refreshing! And of course,
it's always a blessing. To
be able to experience
maturity. It's the best part
of adulthood!

Did I say, Adulthood?
Indeed.

The Apostle Paul once wrote: "When | was a child | did childish things, but now
that I'm a grown man | must cast those childish ways aside.” If we are to look
atadulthood from this aspect it would mean that being an adult is not doing
things that are childish. Yet, is there such a way one must behave or understand
adulthood? Is this notion of adulthood another social construction that we all
adhere to blindly? Coming into prison at the age of 16, my perception of being
an adult was not to be like the "adults” that | was surrounded by. So, an adult to
me is a person who has morals and ethics; a person who understands the notion
of responsibility; a person who is upright and intelligent; a person who not only
wants the best for themselves, but also for those around them. When | reached
adulthood, I knew who | was and who | wanted to be.

I never thought about adulthood as a child because | was placed in a situation
where | was forced to think and act as an adult. If I could ever go back and tell my

Forced to Think and Act as an Adult
By GD

younger self what lies
ahead, I would let my
younger self know that
all that you hold will
become you - only
difference would

be you will have a
different body and an
older face. How we are
nurtured gives us our
notion of who we are
supposed to be and
how we are to act.

@ Give us a call when you get out: (202) 758-0829




MEMBERS CONNECT:HEALING

If somebody asked me, "Are you the same guy that you were 11 years ago? Are you
still thinking like the guy you were 11 years ago?" | would answer those questions
with a definite "HELLNO."

I'm not that same kid that used to act by impulse, not thinking about the
consequences of anything he did either good or bad, or how many people he was
going to affect or hurt. I'm not that kid that used to think that he was invincible,
unstoppable, and that nobody can tell him what to do or what not to do.

Looking back at those years, the only thing that came to my mind is "How could
I've been so dumb.” But it was not completely my fault. Unfortunately my brain was
not completely developed at the time, and | couldn't make the best decisions at
that moment, especially under pressure.

Charged as an Adult
By YA

Even though I vow to myself not to commit the same mistakes over and over since
the very beginning of incarceration, I've just started to see things different, with a
different view, a different judgment | would say, since like 2 years ago. I'm 28 now
and I got locked up when I was 17.

Now I'm like, “So this is how old people see the world.” | would say that everything
is based in experience and education in life, period.

I'm glad that the laws are changing on how to judge the juveniles. I'm glad that
authorities are realizing that sometimes we commit mistakes but are not fully
conscious of the damage that we are doing to the society, but most important

to ourselves. Nobody wants to spend his whole life in prison, so why would a
completely developed brain make that choice? And to emphasize that sometimes
we don't have no choice.

As | ride down 6 St, in the back of an MPD squad car, on my way to the Robbery
Division downtown, | look to the city | love, knowing it is going to be a long time
before | see these city streets again. I'm 19 and I've just been caught on the scene
of a robbery gone wrong. Plus, I'm currently on the run from a case | was Title 16 for
and given 3 years of probation. I'm certain this is going to end with a long sentence
and even though I am now “legally” of age | know that | am merely a child soon to
entera man's world.

The bus ride from the D.C. jail to Harrishurg, PA didn't seem like that long. I had
aloton my mind. I had 206 months (17 years and 2 months). At now 20 years of
age, | was headed to the feds, a United States Penitentiary. Before this trip, the D.C.
jail was all I had known about prison. I had done 9 months on North One's juvenile
block at 17, where I first became a Free Minds member, penning two poems - my
first ever. Then | had sat on the adult block NW2 for the last 10 months before
making this trip.

Nothing can really prepare a 20-year-old kid for the penitentiary. I soon found out |
was the 2nd youngest person on the compound. For a while, | just watched all the
big homies and tried to mimic them. I always knew the strong survived in this type
of environment so | ain't take no s*** and was always quick to fight in those early
days. But trying to fitin got me quickly caught in a web of greed | never

Saw coming.

Being as though | wasn't a complete fool while | was free, | had access to about
$20,000 when I got locked-up. So, when | came to the feds young and naive |
wanted eagerly to fit in with the crowd. | noticed that gambling was a favorite

social pastime for inmates. So, | learned how to play tickets (bet on sports), |
learned how to play poker, shot cee-lo and | already knew how to play craps, asit's a
favorite on many D.C. corners. Any true gambler will tell you learning cost a lot. And
it did. Over my first 18 months, | lost thousands of dollars. Plus, | was also spending

I Became a Man While Incarcerated
The Write Way: My Bildungsroman
By LC

thousands on the phone,
commissary, email, and drinking
lightning (prison alcohol).

CHALLENGE
AGCEPTED

All this made me “feel” like a man.
Everybody knew my name. | was
financially able to do anything |
wanted in the feds but | was going
nowhere. And after also looking out for a couple of people on the street | was also
almost broke! Only down to a few thousand dollars with still well over a decade to
do in prison. 1 was 22 and even though I thought | was doing adult things I quickly
realized that if | didn't change and grow up fast this would be a long, hard 17 years
in prison.

So I signed up for the Challenge program. This program starts asking some key
questions that | hadn't really thought about before. Like what am I doing NOW

to prepare me for the world? When freedom finally does come for me, what type
of person do | want to be? They talked about taking responsibility for your life
and placing yourself on course to accomplish your life goals and dreams, first
knowing what those dreams are. As | began to complete the packets and classes,

| felt a change. | was no longer running around reckless, but preparing myself for
manhood. | stopped feeling like the child who wanted to “fitin,” but the man who
was headed somewhere in life. | learn that the penitentiary for me did not have to
be all work-call, gambling and getting high, but a school in which I could master
my skills and ideas and go home at 34 ready, finally, for adulthood.

So, two years to freedom, just passed my 32nd birthday with 12 years and 4
months down. | can say | became a man while incarcerated. I've learned what it
means to be an adult. What accountability means. What responsibility means. And
I owe it all to the penitentiary.

The point where [ felt like | was an adult was at the age of 13 years old when | had
to make decisions on my own because | had no parental guidance, which led me to
have to adjust quickly to the crimes around me in order to provide for myself. You
see, | had the misconception that an adult did what they wanted, how they wanted,

At what point did | feel like an adult?
By vC

when they wanted, and to whom they wanted. The real time is when (decades later)
I challenged my erroneous concept; it was then that | realized that | didn't have

the slightest clue in my wonder years. And with that recognition | begin to delve
into adulthood.
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THE WRITE WAY

Lessons from Famous Speeches

The column where writers share writing tips and prompts to inspire your creativity
By Imanee

Good day to my Free Minds family! I hope you all are experiencing the utmost positive vibrations, and that this next article uplifts you. This "Write
Way" will focus on one thing every single soul on this planet has in common: the vast power of words!

Freedom of speech is defined as "the right to express any opinions without censorship or restraint." However, the definition goes much deeper than
that. Words are freedom, in that they give us the power to express our most intimate thoughts and emotions, influence people’s opinions (whether
positively or negatively) or even advocate for one’s rights. We need words for everything: applying for jobs, communicating with parents, writing
publications such as the Connect. But as the old phrase goes, when it comes to words what really matters is, “Not what you say, but how you say it," as
all words — when put in the right order — can convey or show a powerful message. The tone or writer's attitude towards a feeling or situation can be
positive, negative, uplifting, spiteful, etc.

Words can also allude or hint at the future or past. In Martin Luther King Jr's famous speech, "I Have a Dream,” what kind of future does he allude to?

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of
their skin but by the content of their character. | have a dream today.

This will be the day, this will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with new meaning: "My country,
'tis of thee sweet land of liberty, of thee [ sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride from every
mountainside, let freedom ring!”

And if America is to be a great nation this must become true. So let freedom ring..."

Words also give you the power to express your deepest emotions and desires. For example, even in times of bondage, Sojourner Truth (pictured
below) — an African American abolitionist and women right's activist — had words to free her. Check out her speech, "Ain’t | A Woman?" She uses a
technique called contrast to convey different ideas. Think about phrases where contradictory or opposite words appear together, such as “bittersweet”
or "deafening silence.”

That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to have the best |
place everywhere. Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives me any best place! And ain't | a
woman? Look at me! Look at my arm! | have ploughed and planted, and gathered into barns, and no man could head
me! And ain't | a woman? | could work as much and eat as much as a man - when | could get it - and bear the lash as
well! And ain't | a woman? | have borne thirteen children, and seen most all sold off to slavery, and when I cried

out with my mother's grief, none but Jesus heard me! And ain't | a woman?

Ifthe first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, these women
together ought to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up again! And now they is asking to do it, the men
better let them.

Do you see any examples of oxymoron or themes (central ideas) that contradict or are opposite to each other in her speech? What main emotions does
she express in this speech? Have you ever felt emotions such as this before?

Now, | have a challenge for you!

1. Write a speech/poem that alludes to something, whether in the past or present. For example, if you allude to the past, you can write a
speech where you are in Martin Luther King's time period and addressing crowd of people, or allude to the future, and what you hope the
future brings.

2. Write a speech/poem where the main themes are contradictory. Try to focus on 1 to 3 main emotions that you want to convey to the crowd.

3. Write a speech/poem about what the phrase “freedom of speech” means to you.

Words are freeing! No one can confine your thoughts! | can't wait to see what amazing things you come up with, using the power of YOUR words.

@ Give us a call when you get out: (202) 758-0829 8



PAYING IT FORWARD

Making College a Reality for Young People

Interview with Ruth, Educational Youth Director - By Imanee

Ruth is the Director of the Southern University at New Orleans

Educational Talent Search Program
(TRIO) and Upward Bound program
director at the Southern University
of New Orleans. TRIO includes
seven programs targeted to serve
and assist low-income individuals,
first-generation college students,
and individuals with disabilities

to progress through the academic
pipeline from middle school to post-college. Upward Bound targets high school
youth from families where both parents do not hold a Bachelor’s degree. Its
primary goal is to have each and every member graduate from college with little
to no debt, and assist them on journeys through adulthood.

EDUCATIONAL
TALENT SEARCH
PROGRAM

Imanee: Can you tell me a little bit about yourself, and how you got started with
TR.1.0.and Upward Bound?

Ruth: I'm the director of the Educational Talent Search Program and Upward
Bound math and science program director at the Southern University of New
Orleans. After I finished my Bachelor's degree in Social Work, I applied for the
job with the Educational Talent Search Program. I got the job and | loved the
work that | did. | worked with low income, potential first generation college
graduates, where neither parent had a 4 year degree. | did that for 9 years. When
I applied for the Director of Educational Talent Search position in 2005, Hurricane
Katrina came shortly after. During the evacuation, we helped the children in our
program by providing information and assistance in getting college admissions
and financial aid scholarships. Then, in 2017 my team and | were successful in
obtaining the Upward Bound math/science grant, and | directed that program.

Imanee: Since you work with a lot of youth, what do you think are their biggest
challenges leading up to adulthood?

Ruth: The biggest challenge they face is education. The population that | serve,
they don't receive first quality educational opportunities. Hence, they are not
prepared for college so in adulthood they struggle. Also, many don't take high
school seriously because the quality of education is so poor. They flounder.
Because of media — TV, movies, social media — they are fully exposed to the finer
things in life remotely, but with no opportunity to earn those things so they end
up frustrated and angry. Therefore, many have made choices that alter their lives.

Imanee: What was your hardest challenge leading up to adulthood, and how did
you overcome it?

Ruth: | got started rather late in life. | was one of those troubled youth. | was
pregnantin high school then got married after graduation and | had a baby. |
had 3 children before | went to college, and by that time | had been divorced,
widowed and with no college degree. | realized the hardship | faced in trying to
ear a living with small children and no post-secondary education. So, | went
back to school and realized that my children, who were by that time college-age
themselves, were not going to college. They'd start and drop out. So, | thought,
"Maybe | need to set an example." Though rather late, that was my primary

reason for going to college — to set an example for my own children. At that time |
did not know about the statistics and body of knowledge stating that children of parents
who had no 4 year degree had a far less likelihood of completing college themselves.

Imanee: What is the most memorable moment or experience you've had at your job?

Ruth: The most memorable moment happened early on as | learned my job. As
ayoung girl, the Ford Foundation had awarded our area a grant called "Project
Opportunity.” In that grant, 70 children were selected from 6th grade and we
were provided a counselor, Ms. Holmes, who advised us and provided our
academic and cultural advisement. We were taken to live theater, live cultural
music performances and provided the best teachers in our segregated schools.
Years later, | realized that Talent Search resembled less opportunity because we
didn't get funds that allowed us to expose all our participants to those type of
cultural activities. | loved theater, I loved to read and I was given the opportunity
to experience those things through Project Opportunity. So, | wanted to provide
similar opportunities to the students that | served through Talent Search.

Imanee: What is the hardest part of your job?

Ruth: The hardest part of my job is the limitation that we have in providing
the services that are needed. We serve so many students with so little funding.
I believe we could have a far bigger impact if we were provided sufficient
resources to adequately serve more participants.

Imanee: How do we prepare ourselves and our children for adulthood in America?

Ruth: | believe it's a societal issue. As a society, we have to value education and
our children. We do not do that. The checkbook shows you where your value lies.
We spend our money on entertainers, athletes, CEOs get the lion's share of the
income, and the pittance we relegate to education and protection of our children.
It shows a great disparity. It's upside down. As a society, we need government to
actually lead, to put an emphasis on education by putting real effective dollars

to provide our young people with education. Then, we need to make college
accessible. Those who do struggle and go to college end up with unbelievable
debt. It becomes an upside down experience. When you leave college ready to
take your place in the world, you should not be saddled with insurmountable debt.

Imanee: Many of our Free Minds members are adolescents; do you have any
advice concerning adulthood you would like to share with them?

Ruth: We do this workshop with adolescents at our program: “Imagine if when
you were born, there was a fund established to give you a million dollars - but
you never know about it. How much good would it do you?" The students have to
respond "none" because you don't know about the funds. So I tell them "We're
here to help you find those funds, and make use of them." Find scholarships,
find grants and go to college and leave debt free. In the prison system there are
educational opportunities. Find out what opportunities there are. Your body can
be incarcerated but YOU decide whether to incarcerate your mind - nobody can
do that do you. Read, take advantage of G.E.D programs within the facilities. And
most importantly, expand your mind. Find out what's available to you and make
it work for you.
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REENTRY PROFILE:
PAYING THE BILLS

by Davon, Free Minds Member

Alot of us thought we were grown when we started living the street life. For me, it L } P ”»”

happened when | was about 13.1 got into the streets and was starting to get money. | 3 ~ 40USE MEDICAL ’
used it to buy shoes and clothes, but | also pitched in with the bills at home. | thought, »

"Oh yeah, I'm an adult now!"

And a lot of times, we reach the age of 18 or even 21, and we're still thinking this way!
Just making money doesn't make you grown. Not if you're making poor decisions.
There are guys bringing home money who are still buying new shoes instead of taking
care of their own necessities and helping others. You need to make sure everything

is straight before you start spending on things you don't need. For example, my job
requires me to go across town. | was taking several buses and the train. It wasn't
working. | was arriving to work late because | couldn't always count on public
transportation. | needed to get a car if | was going to keep my job. Well, putting up

the money for a car meant | was going to have to go without my phone for a month. |
didn't want to do it, but | knew | had to have my priorities right. I couldn't lose my job.

Recently, | have learned that being an adult is about a lot more than money. Being an adult means being mature. There is a difference. Where you
become mature, you start taking responsibility for your actions - all of them. Yes, you take care of the bills and help our in your household. But
being an adult is about doing what's right, and staying away from what you know is wrong. It's about leading young people by example - giving
them good advice and not leading them in the wrong direction. Not only that, it's about being respectful to others. When | see someone who needs
help, whether it's an older person, or maybe someone carrying a lot of bags who needs the door opened, I do it. You can't always put yourself first
anymore when you become an adult. It sounds like simple stuff, but it's a really important part of adulthood.

I just started to truly understand right from wrong. | always keep my word and | help other people whenever | can. I like being an adult. Nobody
likes to pay bills. But stepping up - in every way - it feels good!

JG’S WORDS OF WISDOM
Growing Up is a Decision

By JG, Free Minds Member

Adulthood is so much more than turning 18 or 21. It doesn't just all of a sudden happen
when we hit these ages. It's a process. As a matter of fact, most people are starting to agree
that this process of maturation into adulthood extends all the way into our mid-twenties. This
is backed up by science. Adulthood requires continuous growth. And growing up requires your
active participation!

When | was about 22, | consciously began to be more proactive and responsible for my own life.
| started to identify older men, most of whom had been in prison for a decade or better, who
demonstrated positive qualities that | admired and saw as conducive to my own growth as a
man. | began adopting these qualities and behaviors myself: reading every day; exercising daily;
ironing my khaki uniform; watching the news; and waking up at 6 am, just to name a few. I'd
made the decision that the only way | was going to survive this 40-year sentence was by fighting.
Fighting against the labels, stereotypes and stigmas, and fortifying myself spiritually, mentally
and physically, so that when | am released, | am as prepared and grown up as | can possibly be.

@ Give us a call when you get out: (202) 758-0829 10
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REENTRY CORNER
WITH MS. KEELA

Hello My Good People,

This month’s theme is a very necessary topic as none of us can circumvent
adulthood and it's way late for me to even think about it or slowing down
the process; that ship has sailed around the world and back. What I'm trying
to say is that | entered adulthood quite some time ago, but how long ago
will remain covert if y'all don't mind.

Adulthood is one of those things that we cannot wait for when we are
clueless kids, as soon as the brakes are pumped on something that we
wanted to do by the wise adults in our lives, one of the first things we think
orsay is, "Man | can't wait until | get grown." However, as soon as

the realities of adult responsibilities like bills are foisted upon us, we're like,
“"Man | miss being a kid when all I had to do was eat, sleep go to school and
play outside.” Nonetheless, being an adult has major benefits such as being
able to make important life decisions on your own, staying up or out as late
as you like, driving, voting, having your own place, the ability to choose your
own associates and | could go on and on. Therefore, while you have to pay
bills and make budgets and all of those adult things, you get to decide how
all of those things are done, on your terms.

In my own experience of being an adult, I can honestly say that | have
experienced immense joy, immense pain, sacrifice, accomplishments

and disappointments. The beautiful aspect of all of this is that with my

fully developed brain (it has been scientifically proven that the human
brain is not fully developed until the age of 25) | can properly process my
life experiences. | can adequately weigh the pros and cons of these life
experiences, | take away from them the lessons that need to be taken away,
I learn the lessons that need to be learned, and not all the time, but most of
the time, | apply those lessons. So, with all that being said, | think that if you
start understanding the importance of family and relationships then you are
benefiting from Adulthood.

Now, let's stop being so serious and get to the good part! Check out
the awesome opportunities that await you here in D.C. once you are

w
L

Automotive Institute

The Excel Automotive Institute
1235 Kenilworth Ave, NE
Washington, DC 20019
202-269-0384

The Excel Automotive is the only nonprofit organization providing
automotive technician training in the District of Columbia. This means that
Excel is the only facility in the District equipped to graduate fully-accredited
automotive technicians, immediately ready for employment upon passing
their exam. Qualifications to participate are as follows:

e Between ages 20-24 at time of enrollment

e Not currently Working

e NotEnrolled in School

e HaveaHS Diploma or GED

e Have avalid driving license

Well grown folks, it's been awesome, until we Connect again!
Ms. Keela

DC’S SECOND LOOK
AMENDMENT ACT (IRAA 3.0)

Have you heard of DC's Incarceration Reduction Amendment Act
(IRAA)? This DC law means that juveniles sentenced as adults in DC
Superior Court can apply for possible re-sentencing after 15 years in
prison. Right now, DC Council (the local city government branch that
writes laws for DC) is considering a new bill called the Second Look
Amendment Act (also known as IRAA 3.0) that would expand IRAA
eligibility to anyone who was under 25 at the time of the offense.
This is not to be confused with US Senator Cory Booker's proposed
bill with a similar name (Second Look Act)-that one applies to federal
prisoners, whereas this is specific to DC.

More information about IRAA 3.0 and what you can do to help:
With passage of the Incarceration Reduction Amendment Act (IRAA)
in 2016 and subsequent amendments, DC law provided an
opportunity for the re-sentencing of youth who were tried as adults
and given long sentences from crimes committed when they were
under 18, and had served at least 15 years in prison. In determining
whether to reduce the sentence, the court is to consider many
factors, including whether the individual has demonstrated maturity
and demonstrated sufficient rehabilitation to safely return to the
community. Recently, DC Councilmember Charles Allen introduced
the Second Look Amendment Act of 2019 to amend the IRAA to
further align with the latest research regarding the emerging adult
population. Specifically, if passed, the Second Look Amendment Act
will expand the opportunity to request re-sentencing to young adults
who committed their offense between the ages of 18-25 and would
hold all IRAA candidates awaiting re-sentencing in DC's Correctional
Treatment Facility. While this legislation doesn't guarantee release, it
provides for a meaningful sentence review.

Do you believe that DC should pass the Second Look
Amendment Act?

Here are some things you can do to help:

1. Tell your friends and family in DC to sign the petition
at this website:
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/support-the-second-look-
amendment-act

2. Send letters of support to Tyrone Walker at Justice Policy Institute:
Justice Policy Institute
ATTN: Tyrone Walker, JPI Associate
1012 14th NW, Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20005

3. If you have any questions about this legislation or petition,
please contact Tyrone from the Justice Policy Institute via corrlinks
at twalker@justicepolicy.org.
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AROUND THE WORLD

The column where we explore places near and far on our wondrous planet. The writer is the guide and the readers are on “vacation via imagination.”

Springfield, Massachusetts

By MH

MH wrote to us and asked if he could share his hometown of Springfield, Massachusetts with
us. Thank you MH for taking us on a trip to Springfield!

Hey Free Minds Familia, my name is Michael.

| just want to say I'm honored to write this column in the Free Minds Connect, especially
since | get to represent my city in it.

Well, here goes. Let me show you around Springfield, Massachusetts! Springfield is located
in the Western part of Massachusetts and is the birthplace of basketball. Way back when (I'm
not sure of the exact year and don't want to lie to you) James Naismith, a Canadian fellow
who worked at the YMCA in Springfield's forest park section was hired to create a sport to
carry over between baseball and football seasons. Thus, he invented basketball with a peach
basket and some sort of kickball. Springfield is also the home of the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame.

Springfield also has much more history as it is the home of the largest Smith and Wesson
manufacturers in the nation, and even has a rifle named after it, the Springfield Rifle.

The Indian Motorcycle was originally manufactured in Springfield, which is the home of the
Indian Motorcycle Museum. You can also visit the Dr. Seuss Museum in Springfield as Dr.
Seuss is a Springfield native. The lawyer, Johnny Cochrane, famous for getting 0.J. Simpson
off on a charge of murdering his wife, is also a Springfield native.

Springfield is an amazing place filled with all kinds of culture, but more specifically Puerto :
Rican culture. I, myself, am a white male, and found myself a minority in Springfield. But that A winter tradition of decorating the park with bright lights
wasn't such a bad thing because | love Puerto Rican culture. The food is amazing, the people

are beautiful, and the values are deep. | once dated a beautiful Puerto Rican girl, and whenever | went to visit her, her grandma would not let me leave
until I had a plate or two of the most delicious food | ever tasted. | was seriously considering leaving my girlfriend for her grandma because her food
was so good. ©

Now, there seems to be a rise in Russian, Jamaican, Mexican, Dominican and Haitian populations. But second to the Puerto Rican population is the
Italian population. Recommended restaurants are the Hummingbird, which specializes in take out Jamaican food. I still can't decide if | like Spanish
rice and beans or Jamaican rice and beans better. Also, the best pizza in town can be found at the Italian Red Rose Pizza, and the Spanish owned
Primos Pizza. That's without mentioning all the food trucks parked all around the city. Springfield hosts the Big E (a state fair), the Puerto Rican Day
parade, and the birthday of basketball yearly. There are many free concerts in the park almost weekly.

Springfield is also home to “brightnights,” hosted in Forest Park around Christmas time every year. This is where the whole park, trees and everything
is decorated with millions of lights. It's very beautiful.

Springfield is the home of many colleges such as the University of Massachusetts, GO Minutemen! And MIT.
More recently, a huge MGM casino was builtin Springfield's main street area, right off the Connecticut River.
Thank you, Free Minds. | could go on and on about Springfield, there is just so much going on there. | don't get to talk about Springfield that much

being that I'm locked up in a Virginia facility. People always yell at me when I start bragging about Springfield. I get to go back in about 13 months! |
can't wait! Springfield is definitely a place worth visiting. See you there! Just don't get caught up in wintertime snow, we get lots of it.

Do you have suggestions for where we should go in the next "Around the World” column? Write to us and let us know!

@ Give us a call when you get out: (202) 758-0829 12
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We have teamed up with our neighbors, whose office is a few floors above ours, to share these photos of DC. Critical Exposure is an organization that trains DC youth to
use the power of photography and their own voices to fight for educational equity and social justice. These photos, and their captions, are creations of the youths that
Critical Exposure work with. Thanks, Daniel from Critical Exposure, for curating these photos for us!

DETERMINATION TO GET BETTER - Oscar H. - 11th Grade | Youth Internship

"On a hot spring day, we see a teenager who loves to skateboard and strives to improve this skill.
After watching this teenager attempt and fail a certain trick, | decided to take a picture the moment
he gave up. When the picture was taken, | thought he was going to walk away, but instead he turned
around and continued to practice this trick. | was wrong to assume that this teenager would give up
after failing multiple times. This teen showed dedication and eventually mastered the trick. He never
== gave up.

BEHIND THE SCENE - Miguel - 11th Grade | Youth Internship

"There is more to just a grey hoodie than what Zimmerman saw. Maybe his life is more than what the
eyes could see.”

THE MASSES - Sanera P. - 12th Grade | Fellowship

" “Resistance in numbers can move mountains and towns. Showing that the oppressive power will not
win continues to prove that the artists, the youth, and the educated will continue to resist. | took this
at the [May Day] festival where people take off work to talk and fight against capitalism."

STRAIGHT AHEAD! - Lorenz W. - 10th Grade | Youth Internship

"Always go forward until you reach the light. Hardships might hold you back but great things happen
after the fact."

SPEEDING TOWARDS THE FUTURE - Herminia - 12th Grade | Fellowship

"The moment you think about the present, the past, and the future. It makes you wonder how fast
the time passes and if the decisions you're making are the right ones.”

Have a request for the next issue's DC Photos?
Write us at 1816 12th St NW, Washington, DC 20009 and let us know what you'd like to see!
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POEMS BY FREE MINDS MEMBERS

Becoming

By CM

From boy to man

Coming up I always had a plan
Going hard was my brand
Where was my helping hand
No love, only hate

| was way too important to wait
Grew up too fast

I'm bound to crash

This is my story of becoming a man

Strong and Strength
By DM
A'strong man works out every day to keep
his body in shape
Buta man of strength builds relationships
to keep his soul in shape
A'strong man isn't afraid of anything
But a man of strength shows courage
in the face of his greatest fear
Astrong man won't let anyone get the best of him
But a man of strength gives the best of himself
to those who are worthy
A'strong man makes mistakes and avoids
the same mistakes in the future
But a man of strength realizes that some
mistakes can also be unexpected blessings
And capitalizes on them
So what are you?
Astrong man or a man of strength?

Titled 16

By IS

How is it that at the age of 16

I can be punished as an adult

Butatthe age of 16, | can't reap the same benefits

16 years old with 30 year sentences

This system stole my innocences

So curse those who invented this

At the age of 16 | can't legally buy smokes

But at the age of 16 adult charges for having coke

With a gun

Justa product of where I'm from

In my mind I'm still a child brain
development just begun

Soall I know is what | see

And what | see is what | do

Atthe age of 16 my perception is still confused

Repercussions are out of view

Father figures are by the few

And that fact that we are children, still biasly overruled

So we areTitled 16, held accountable like adults

No empathy towards our mistakes

No attention towards who we are

No replacing the time we lost

In these prisons we must evolve

From young boys to grown men

Because our "Title" became a law

When | Look in the Mirror

\II3\)I RR

hen Ilook in the mirror, | see a man who
was a rolling stone

When | look in the mirror, | see a man

who laid his hat wherever and that was his home

When I look in the mirror, | see a man who
had a job here,

Ajob there, a female here, a female there,
a child here,

and a child there.

When I look in the mirror, | see a man who
got caught up in the struggle

trying to put food in his stomach, clothes
and shoes on his hody,

and a roof over his head

When [ look in the mirror...

When I look in the mirror, | see my father.

No kids yet...

When Ilook in the mirror, | see me having them...

My own business?

When ook in the mirror, | see my having that...
Continue to be like my father?

When ['look in the mirror, | don't see that.
When I look in the mirror...

Reality is only seen when the mirror is clean.
A mirror has 3 purposes:

1.is to show you who you are

2. to show you who you were

3. and to show you who you want to be

Untitled ("The Hate You Gave")
By GD
Inspired by the book The Hate U Give

The hate you gave

Placed me in chains for life

The hate you gave

Destroi/)ed my community by severing
the bonds of husbandand wife

The hate you gave

Placed my brothers and sisters in parallel
formation at the bottom of ships

The hate you gave

Hunﬁ my ancestors from tree with knots that slip

The hate you gave

Told me that I could never read or write

The hate you gave

Made black faces want to be white

The hate you gave

Took our Yand and made us pay fines

The hate you gave

Told my tired soul that | had to go to
the gack of the line

The hate you gave

Went past Jim Crow and mass incarceration

The hate you gave

Turned savages of my glorious nation

The hate you gave

Had me believing that poverty was fine

The hate you gave

Had me thinking that if | kill another black
itis nota crime

The hate you gave

Live inside forever
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Corruption

By AF

| was too young to buy cigarettes and alcohol

But I wasn't too young for the system to

Give me more time than I've even lived,

You see never in a million years

I would've thought the judge would give
me 18 years,

That was the first time | seen my mother shed tears,

Caged behind these walls

Man | then seen it all,

Believe me when | tell you it's dog eat dog,

Momma said just make it home,

When she look me in the eyes

She can see the pain | hide on the inside,

over the past 10 years

I'then lost so many of my peers,

Most nights | can't sleep

Because my mind is too busy thinking of the streets,

And who would | be

If I was still

Free,

America don't care whether you're a
juvenile or big dog

Still I smile through it all,

Too young to buy cigarettes and alcohol,

But I wasn't too young for the system to give
me more time than

I've lived,

You see never in a million years

I would've thought the judge would give
me, a juvenile,

18 years,

But like Trump say

The system is rigged!!!

When | Look in the Mirror

By LC

Two magic mirrors hanging on the wall

Please tell me who's the realest me of them all

In one I'm barely 17, peach fuzz on my face

Cornrows to the back, not a hair out of place

In the other I'm 32 with a full beard

Fresh low cut with a razor sharp edge

Physically I've changed

From 135 Ibs with no muscle or solid frame

To 195 Ibs all muscle; a solid machine

But the biggest difference | can feel, not see

One mirror is hanging on a wall at the Jail, DC.

The other is hanging on a wall in the Feds, USP

Butas I look into the same set of deep brown eyes

Only one set staring back is a man, is what | realize

Though the physical changes are drastic,
yetand still

Itis the internal changes that | so strongly feel

In my 17 year old self | see a boy lost on
the path of life

Never being held accountable for his actions,
never separating wrong from right

But in the other mirror | see wisdom, that has
come from a developed mind

These traits were always in the boy, he just had
to grow up and fin(il

So as the two mirrors on the wall become one

My transformation to Adulthood is complete

AMAN I've finally become
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Adulthood: How | Participate

ByTS

Quite often | entertain myself with

Why do | drink in the future and meditate
over our past

Who's the coach that sat me on the sideline
of life, out of the game

Breathless I've had to ask for a time-out
atime ortwo

When I'm aware I'm continuously, selfishly,
self-medicating on bad choices

There in that moment | cease my mind from

playing games with me

Because this isn't my first game, | know | have to

play what I'm dealt

My focus isn't about the game, my focus
is about life
What lasts is what I've learned, so | must
keep in mind
My portrayal of life is portrayed on a world stage
How many times must | readjust, fix
my mechanics, and demonstrate good
sportsmanship

Sometimes it's hard, but | "Just Do It,”
like the famous shoe saying
When the adrenaline kicks in, | realize I'm
not in it for the fame
| do it for my believers, my family, for humanity
At the end of the day | think about my legacy
It puzzles me what will my children say when
I'm not here

Say | slayed my inward demons like adversaries
Fully my life I've survived because
[ took the vehicle of my mind and heart to get there
Where | found myself at different arenas

on different levels
Are you not entertained | leave the lion's

den not eaten

With ingenuity, somehow | manage to
be where I'm most needed
I love this game called life!
The more | participate in it, the better | get at it
My thinking didn't stink as it once did, which
removed the trash out my mouth

It's hard not to remember the arena the landfill
I frolicked in
Do | go back past there or do | leave the past there
Atthe trash heap how bout | drop my baggage there
Pump one fist in the air while | pull away
in my mental vehicle
Looking through my rearview mirror
Justasilentvictory over all my past beatings

Awhite crown of age with wisdom in it is my treasure
Can I still hold a position with the team
"Human Race?"

Can you forgive me and we move on
The hardest part of history is not keeping score
Heavens! When do we recognize life is a team effort?
I've been held accountable and now | feel

I can do better
| was Daniel in the den and Jonah in the belly
Redeem me back to the boardroom, I'll

woo you with my wisdom

I've forever known the game of life was
deadly serious

Now | know how to think through the serious
game called life

I'll run with what comes and I'll give it my best

My life has been about learning from every
defeat from my past

No matter what naysayers believe,

| could never put my life in a cast

Many before me taught me to endure, strive,
seek, and find

I don't know about you, but I think I'm
ready again

Coach put me back in the game

When | Look in the Mirror

By VC

When I look into the magical mirror

Of my youth, | witness the epitome within
The innocence of my tenth view. Deluged by
The freedom that enhances my face, I'm the son,
For my purity emits warmth into a cold day.

Yet unbeknownst of the manipulation from
Aworld I'm destined to embrace.

Is my reflection actually innocent, if the
Sins it's witnessed finds refuge within the
Eye?

Days, months, and years extend,

corrupts my reflections, invades my thoughts.
My adolescent

Face no longer in accord with the mind, so

Innocence dies in teenage eyes. Now witnessed

Sins are reenacted solely by a resemblance of I."

Unique disparity manifest decades away,
While consuming the stages of my reflecting
Soul, commencing the trek where my adulthood
Unfolds.

When | look into the magical mirror

My aged eyes do nothing but sweat, emphasizing
Where I've been, and how far I've come to find
Regret. Condolences to those sins, for I'l

Never be seen like that again.
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Da Journey 2 Adult-Hood

By MK

Born into an existence we're all just
traveling thru da unknown

Just babies in observation mode who may
all one day be grown

Da first classroom of life should be between
parentand child

However, firsthand guidance is often given
to children in prison

Misguided by guidelines followed by
sentences given after trial

Juveniles charged as adults just kidz sent
off to do bid$

Some say, "It is what it is, throw ‘'em away
dey did what dey did"

Dey committed da acts of grownups

Should dey really be treated like juvies???

Just teens placed in adult jail$ and prison$

But you must have parental supervision
to see a R rated move?!?

Young and impressionable

Ayoung mind shouldn't be molded in a cage!!!

Exposed early to a fast life

Some had to grow up very fast regardless
of their age

Babies having babies

Brothers and sisters having to raise each other

Coming up quick with absent fathers
and mothers

Most of da time most present is a
hard-working grandmother

Da stage of adolescence bears a lot
of hard added lessons

With many trials and tribulations from da past

When in reflection dey can offer
bittersweet presents

ADULT-HOOD is a journey we may all one
day have to explore

Each step is a daily journal we must
come to learn from

When approaching dis progressive door
towards becoming mature
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DID YOU KNOW?

Coming of Age Traditions Around the World
by Ben

Did you know that the passage into adulthood is celebrated differently
around the world? The journey from childhood to adulthood is full of
challenges—so why not celebrate it? Here are some ways that this passage
is celebrated by different cultures.

In many parts of Latin America (countries in Central and South
America), a girl's passage into adulthood is marked by a Quinceafiera.
This celebration takes place on a girl's 15th birthday, and it is thrown by
her friends and family. Also included in the celebration are lavish gifts,
beautiful dresses, and (of course!) a birthday cake.

e Did You Know: People think that the Quinceafiera came from
the traditions of both the Spanish and the Aztec (an ancient
group of people that lived in present-day Mexico).

In the Jewish community, adulthood is reached at different ages for boys
and girls: at 13 years old for boys, and at 12 years old for girls. When they
reach adulthood, Jewish boys are celebrated in a bar mitzvah, while girls
are celebrated in a bat mitzvah. Although this celebration usually includes
gifts and dancing, the boys and girls are also expected to act like adults.
For example, during their bar mitzvah or bat mitzvah, boys and girls

must read from the Torah (the holy book of the Jewish faith) in front of
everyone!

* Did You Know: The bar mitzvah was originally a legal procedure!
According to ancient Jewish law, a boy was responsible for his actions
atage 13-from then on, he was treated like an adult.

In Japan, someone is not considered an adult until they turn 20. Every oy
year, those who have reached this milestone are celebrated on Coming of % -
Age Day. Held on the second Monday of January, this celebration has local #2 =

officials give speeches to encourage and support these new adults. '

e Did You Know: Many young people are skipping out on Coming
of Age Day! They see it as an antiquated (old-fashioned) event.

In the Sateré-Mawé tribe of the Amazon Jungle, a boy becomes a man at
age 13. When this happens, the tribe creates a special glove for the boys
to wear. But this glove isn't like other gloves—this one has a bunch of
angry ants woven into it! After wearing the glove 20 different times for
10 minutes each, the boys are finally called a man.

Paraguay

* Did You Know: These ants are called bullet ants, and their bite
is considered 30 times more painful than a bee sting!

Uruguay

@ Give us a call when you get out: (202) 758-0829 16



IMPORTANT CHANGES TO DC LAW

What You Need to Know About the
Youth Rehabilitation Amendment Act

by Ben

Were you sentenced in DC Superior Court? Did you know that, under the recent updates to the Youth Rehabilitation Act (YRA), you may be eligible
to have your criminal record hidden from the public after completing your sentence? Keep reading below to find out how it works!

The YRA is really two different things: (1) it allows judges to give out less severe sentences to youthful offenders (even if there is a mandatory
minimum associated with the offense), and (2) it allows judges to "set aside" - that is, to seal and keep from public view - a conviction. First, we'll
look at who is eligible for the YRA, before we see exactly what is included in its provisions.

Eligibility

Here is a list of requirements for the YRA; you must meet all of these criteria to be eligible:
1. Sentenced under DC Superior Court (this is local DC legislation that only applies to people convicted in DC Superior Court)
2. Under the age of 25 when you allegedly committed the crime you were convicted of

3. NOT convicted of murder, first degree sexual abuse, second degree sexual abuse, or first degree child sexual abuse

What is the YRA?

First, the YRA allows judges to sentence youthful offenders more leniently. Say, for example, that someone was
convicted of an armed carjacking. Under DC law, a judge must sentence someone convicted of this crime to at least 15
years in prison. However, if that person is eligible to be sentenced under the YRA (see eligibility requirements above),
a judge has the option to give them a more lenient sentence.

Second, the YRA allows the record of the offense to be "set aside." This means that the record 